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generally an iconoclast was everywhere building and restoring
the temples of the Sumerian gods, and did not hesitate to show
honour to a foreign deity such as Shushinak of Susa, this
isolated act of destruction must reflect the same nationalist
policy as dictated his patronage of Eridu.

Some idea of the efficient organization of the empire in
Dungi's time can be obtained from a group of tablets found
at Lagash. They show that * the local governors owed their
appointment to the king as did also minor officials, and though
their authority in their own provinces was considerable, the
administration was largely directed from the central govern-
ment at Ur; the patesi might himself have to report in person
to headquarters, couriers passed frequently along the roads
with instructions, and imperial officers were dispatched from
Ur on special missions. Incidentally this meant further organ-
ization, for not only had the roads to be kept in repair but
provision had to be made for the transport and rationing of
officials passing through on business '.lj-

This arrangement must have greatly reduced the nuisance-
value of the provincial patesis as potential rebels against the
central government in Ur. The whole long period of Dungi's
reign was one of great prosperity, for though Mesopotamia
enjoyed internal peace, foreign conquest had included within
the boundaries of the empire the sources of supply of many
commodities, such as stone and metal, which were unobtain-
able in the river valley. Peaceful trading increased annually,
as may be realized from the great mass of business tablets
of this period deposited in all the Sumerian cities; freight-
bearing ships from the furthest ports of the Persian Gulf tied
up alongside the quays of Ur.

Less is known about the last three kings of the dynasty,
but long before Dungi's death southern Iraq had reached one
of its peak-points of prosperity and progress, so that little
remained for them to do, save enjoy the fruits of their prede-
cessors' labour.

The fall of the Third Dynasty of Ur marked the Beginning
of the end of the Sumerian Empire as a whole. It came with
surprising suddenness in the twenty-fifth year of the reign
of Ibi-sin. Amorites from Mari started a revolt on the middle
Euphrates, and while the armies of Ur were endeavouring
to drive them from Isin, which they had occupied, Elamite